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2423- BILINGUAL AND ESL EDUCATION (M)
M
The Board of Trustees will provide programs of bilingual education, English as a second language (ESL),
and English language services for pupils of Limited English Proficiency (LEP) as required by law and rules
of the State Board of Education. Pupils of LEP are those pupils whose native language is other than
English and who have sufficient difficulty speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English
language as measured by an English language proficiency test, so as to be denied the opportunity to learn
successfully in the classrooms where the language of instruction is English.
Identification of LEP Pupils
The Board will conduct a screening process to determine the native language of each pupil at the time of
enrollment in the school. A census shall be maintained of all pupils whose native language is other than
English. The English language proficiency of each pupil whose native language is not English shall be
determined by a screening process that includes the administration of a New Jersey Department of
Education approved English language proficiency test, an assessment of the pupil's level of reading in
English, a review of the pupil's previous academic performance, results of standardized tests in English,
and a review of the input of teaching staff members responsible for the educational program of the limited
English proficient pupils.
Program Implementation
The school shall provide the following programs:
1.

An English language services program whenever there are one or more, but fewer than ten
LEP pupils enrolled within the school. English language services shall be in addition to the
regular school program;

2.

An ESL program whenever there are ten or more LEP pupils enrolled within the school; and

3.

A bilingual program whenever there are twenty or more LEP pupils in any one-language
classification. Where the age range, grade span, and/or geographical location of eligible
pupils makes a full-time bilingual program impractical, the Board may offer an instructional
program alternative, provided that program has been approved or a waiver for the alternative
program has been requested and approval has been granted by the Department of
Education. The Board may establish a program in bilingual education for any language
classification with fewer than twenty pupils.

All teachers in these programs shall be appropriately certified in accordance with the requirements as
outlined in N.J.A.C. 6A:15-l.9. Every pupil participating in a bilingual, ESL, or English language services
program shall be entitled to continue such participation for a period of three years.

